
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES650 February 10, 2022 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 

AND PENSIONS 
The Committee on Health, Edu-

cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, February 10, 2022, 
at 12 p.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, February 
10, 2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, February 
10, 2022, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—READING OF WASHING-
TON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that pursuant to 
the resolution of the Senate of January 
24, 1901, the traditional reading of 
Washington’s Farewell Address take 
place on Monday, February 28, fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge; further, 
that Senator LEAHY be recognized to 
deliver the address. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF SENATOR 
LEAHY TO READ WASHINGTON’S 
FAREWELL ADDRESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
pursuant to the order of the Senate of 
January 24, 1901, as modified today, ap-
points the Senator from Vermont, Mr. 
LEAHY, to read Washington’s Farewell 
Address on Monday, February 28, 2022. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair, pursuant to Public Law 117–81, 
on behalf of the Ranking Member of 
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions, appoints the following individual 
to serve as a member of the Commis-
sion on Planning, Programming, Budg-
eting, and Execution Reform: Steven J. 
Cortese of Maryland. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 69, which was re-
ceived from the House and is at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 69) 
providing for a joint session of Congress to 
receive a message from the President. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 69) was agreed to. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS MADE BY THE 305-METER 
RADIO TELESCOPE AT THE ARE-
CIBO OBSERVATORY 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 467. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 467) recognizing the 
contributions made by the 305-meter radio 
telescope at the Arecibo Observatory. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Blumenthal amendment 
at the desk to the resolution be agreed 
to; that the resolution, as amended, be 
agreed to; that the Blumenthal amend-
ment at the desk to the preamble be 
agreed to; that the preamble, as 
amended, be agreed to; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4924) was agreed 
to as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the resolution) 

On page 4, line 6, insert ‘‘in consultation 
with’’ before ‘‘the National Aeronautics’’. 

The resolution (S. Res. 467), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 4925) to the pre-
amble was agreed to as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the preamble) 

In the preamble, in the sixth whereas 
clause, strike ‘‘an essential’’ and insert ‘‘a’’. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution, as amended, with its 
preamble, as amended, reads as fol-
lows:) 

S. RES. 467 

Whereas the Department of Defense began 
developing the Arecibo Observatory located 
in Barrio Esperanza, Arecibo, Puerto Rico, 
during the 1950s, and its characteristic in-
strument, a large radio telescope of 305 me-
ters in diameter was completed in 1963; 

Whereas the facility was later owned by 
the National Science Foundation, and sup-
ported by the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and various university 
partners; 

Whereas the Arecibo Observatory’s 305- 
meter fixed spherical radio telescope, was 
the world’s largest single-dish radio tele-

scope until the Five-Hundred-Meter Aperture 
Spherical Radio Telescope located in Gizhou, 
China, began observing in 2016; 

Whereas the 305-meter radio telescope 
made unparalleled contributions to the fields 
of radio astronomy, planetary, and atmos-
pheric sciences, and played a role in inspir-
ing thousands of students in Puerto Rico, the 
Nation, and the world to pursue careers in 
STEM fields through the Arecibo Observ-
atory Education and Public Outreach Pro-
grams; 

Whereas the radio telescope significantly 
advanced the field of radio astronomy, in-
cluding the first indirect detection of gravi-
tational waves, the first detection of 
extrasolar planets, innumerable contribu-
tions to the field of time domain astronomy 
and the study of the interstellar medium, 
and played a key role in the search for extra-
terrestrial intelligence; 

Whereas the Arecibo Observatory had the 
best planetary radar system in the world, 
used by the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration for near-Earth object detec-
tion and was a part of the agency’s planetary 
defense program; 

Whereas the planetary radar at the Are-
cibo Observatory has contributed fundamen-
tally and significantly to the knowledge of 
the solar system; 

Whereas the Arecibo Observatory’s Inco-
herent Scatter Radar and supporting facili-
ties have provided fundamental under-
standing of the ionosphere and upper atmos-
phere, and the interface between the atmos-
phere and space that protects the planet 
from solar wind, meteors, and other poten-
tial threats; and 

Whereas December 1, 2021, marks the 1- 
year anniversary of the uncontrolled col-
lapse sustained by the radio telescope after a 
series of cable failures in tower 4: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges the loss of the Arecibo 

Observatory’s radio telescope due to its col-
lapse and its implications for the loss of a 
unique world-class multidisciplinary science 
facility which conducted research in the 
areas of space and atmospheric sciences, 
radar astronomy and planetary sciences, as-
tronomy, and astrophysics; 

(2) acknowledges that the uncontrolled col-
lapse of the 305-meter radio telescope rep-
resents a remarkable loss of astronomical 
observation capabilities, scientific research 
and development, planetary defense capabili-
ties, and applied science advantage for the 
United States; 

(3) recognizes the rich scientific, edu-
cational, and economic benefits that the 
Arecibo Telescope has made to the people of 
Puerto Rico, the Nation, and the world; 

(4) recognizes the work and contributions 
made by the thousands of dedicated staff 
who have supported the Arecibo Observatory 
for close to 6 decades; 

(5) commends the National Science Foun-
dation for convening a virtual workshop in 
June 2021, to explore ideas for future sci-
entific and educational activities at the Are-
cibo Observatory; and 

(6) encourages the National Science Foun-
dation, in consultation with the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
other agencies to study means of replacing 
the scientific capabilities that were lost at 
the Arecibo Observatory, utilizing new state- 
of-the-art technologies at the site. 

f 

NATIONAL POLL WORKER 
RECRUITMENT DAY 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
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